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Unlike the more developed regions of the world, Africa has 
bee unable so far to harness the potential in LCA for sustain¬ 
able development. Three key reasons account for that. First, 
LCA's traditional product-service focus has evolved in a con¬ 
text of over-consumption, and its potential to inform and 
evaluate development alternatives remains under-explored. 
Second, LCA is a new tool to the region and the level of aware¬ 
ness by government and industry on its potential to support 
sustainable consumption and production is low. Third, ca¬ 
pacity building institutions such as universities are not well 
equipped to meet training requirements. 

In particular, NEPAD's vision of fast economic growth of 6% 
per annum necessitates the development of adequately trained 
human resources to orient such economic growth along 
sustainability paths informed by life-cycle thinking. The Af¬ 
rican 10 Year Framework Programme on Sustainable Con¬ 
sumption and Production, which was approved by the Afri¬ 
can Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) in 
March 2005, recognizes the need to enhance capacities on 
the application of LCA within the specific context and devel¬ 
opment priorities of the region. 

There is thus an urgent need to develop a critical mass of 
personnel who would take lead in disseminating the LCA 
concept in key development sectors and programmes in Af¬ 
rica. The African Life Cycle Assessment Network (ALCANET) 
is a regional knowledge network aiming to support the re¬ 
search process, to provide teaching and training activities, and 
to foster public understanding of LCA. The rationale for the 
establishment of the network is that by combining their efforts, 
network members are able to have a greater impact on deci¬ 
sion makers, policy and practice than they would have alone. 

UNEP, working together with the African Roundtable for Sus¬ 
tainable Consumption and Production (ARSCP), and 
ALCANET, together with inputs from members of the Life 
Cycle Inventory Task Force on Capacity Building of the UNEP/ 
SETAC Life Cycle Initiative, held a four-day training work¬ 
shop aimed at capacity building from 30 th August to 2 nd Sep¬ 
tember. 35 participants from 11 African countries attended 
the training workshop. The objective of the training work¬ 
shop was to introduce the participants from Universities and 
National Cleaner Production Centres (NCPCs) of the region 
on how to train and/or educate on LCA including LCI and 
LCM, with a focus on methods and resources including soft¬ 
ware. Part of the training involved constructing country level 


life cycle inventory databases from a generic data set. These 
databases, needed to do country-specific analyses, were a take- 
home product of the workshop. The workshop was struc¬ 
tured in such a way to share with the participants the skills 
and knowledge that would enable them to take a leadership 
role in the training and support of LCA and LCI develop¬ 
ment in the region. 

The participants were also introduced to website creation us¬ 
ing the ESTIS platform. ESTIS is a multi-language, Informa¬ 
tion System (IS) management tool to assist the transfer of Envi¬ 
ronmentally Sound Technologies (EST). ESTIS encompasses two 
integrated components providing a decentralized IT network 
for improved access and local control in EST related informa¬ 
tion transfer. Results of the workshop are being recorded in a 
series of ESTIS websites (see www.estis.net/sites/afr lea ). 

This training meeting was preceded by a day-long Sympo¬ 
sium on 29 th August 2005 organized, inter alia , to encourage 
the exchange of experiences on the application of the LCA 
tool in Africa, to work towards a body of science to support 
its application in all three spheres of sustainable development, 
and to strengthen the recently founded ALCANET. One of 
the aims of the Symposium was to deliberate on how to make 
LCA relevant to Africa's sustainable development priorities. 
Participants suggested a number of areas for future activities 
amongst which the following were the major ones: 

• developing a simplified language that communicates the 
concepts and tools of LCA together with its benefits to 
policy and decision-makers in Africa; 

• enhancing the capacities of African Universities and LCA- 
related institutions to create a pool of expertise that would 
develop the effective application of LCA in the region; 

• promoting the application and further development of the 
LCA technique through targeted applications of the tech¬ 
nique on sectors that are of particular importance to the 
African economy. 

It is envisaged that the participants will influence the integra¬ 
tion of life-cycle approaches in general, and LCA in particu¬ 
lar, in teaching and research programmes of their respective 
university divisions while the NCPCs will be encouraged to 
train local SMEs in this tool's application. 

Comments and suggestions are welcome to help the network. 
Please contact Toolseeram Ramjeawon 
( ramiawon@uom.ac.mu 1. 
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